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This research was originally designed to examine student body governance, but prior to this, there needed
to be a foundation set for handling sensitive interviews. Students have been interviewed and consent has
been given for all included interviews, but the priority was given to the creation of a foundational
methodology for doing such sensitive interviews in Japan of small student organization groups.

After significant review of existing methodological options in anthropology and other research done in
Japan that used ethnographic research methods. The result being that it is advisable to use a mixed but
flexible methodological approach based on the American Anthropological Association and JSPS’s
methodological requirements for such research in Japan. While further research will be done next year,
this provided enough results for a presentation to be given at a local higher education conference at
Lakeland University in Japan and paper to be submitted to a journal on international students called

COISAN. The paper was peer-reviewed and after edits, has been accepted.
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Partial results of the research were published peer-reviewed in COISAN v — 7 /L5 24 S B Faim 3

“The Methodological Imperatives of Qualitative: Research on English-taught Programs at Japanese

Universities( H ARD KFPe ETP (Z81) 2 EH0AFZEiE O R A L kiR | in press.
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Results were presented at the Seventh Annual Conference on Global Higher Education at Lakeland
University in Japan. Useful feedback was received for advancing the research to the next step. The

schedule of presentations can be found here: https://conference.luj.tokyo/schedule.html
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4. ZOMOKFETRETHEH (RE, WIEEGDOZ NIRDLE)
This research has helped begin the initial foundation for a methodological and ethical approach to
examining student voice at universities. It will now serve as a foundation for the next stage of the research

which will delve into international graduate student representation at Japanese universities.
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