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This research examines and combines theories on grassroots reconciliation to propose a four-step model for
undergraduate international study abroad exchange programs; more specifically, to provide the
fundamental framework for a pilot research project to investigate how Japanese university exchange
programs may provide a supportive environment for reconciliation to take place between domestic
Japanese students and those from neighboring countries—such as mainland China. Upon construction of a
four-step theoretical model, six facets of the international student experience in Japan are presented as a
possible approach to isolate aspects of the exchange experience that should be considered for evaluation.
Finally, methodological considerations are discussed, as well as several possible application considerations
of reconciliation theories. These are presented in hopes of contributing to future research and case studies

on international education programs in Japan and the reconciliation opportunities within.
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